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Professor Frei Otto

In the field of architecture, Professor Otto
has introduced and developped a new creative method
of the membrane structure based upon “his profound
interdisciplinary study into ecological structure,
organization and models imbued with a harmony and
natural balance. Further, he has presented many
outstanding works of architecture, which have been
built utilizing such new methods and which reflect his

concept of a beautiful and rich human environment.

Personal History

1925 Born in Siegmar, Sachsen, Germany

1950-1951  Studied sociology and city planning at the
University of Virginia

1952 Obtained the title “ independent architect”
from Berlin

1962 Became a visiting professor at the Univer-
sity of California, Berkeley and at Har-
vard University

1964- Served as professor and director at the
Lightweight Plane Support Institute of
Stuttgart University

1969 Founded Atelier Warmbronn

1973 Doctor of Art and Architecture from the
University of Washington, U.S.A

1980 Honorary Doctor of Science from Barth
University, U.K.

In addition, Professor Otto has Worked with nume-
rous architectural styles including gardens, kinder-
gartens, churches and hotels as well as the German
Pavilion in the Montreal Expo of 1967 and the Roof
of the Munich Olympic Games in 1971, receiving

various awards from many countries.
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