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Founding Prospectus

Modern society has been achieving great prosperity, thanks to
sustained high economic growth that has been made possible
through various technological innovations in production, traffic,
transportation, telecommunications and other activities. We are
experiencing revolutionary changes in our way of life, and in our
changing lifestyles we have also expanded our horizons.

This achievement has had negative effects too: environmental
destruction, pollution, urban density, food shortages due to the
population explosion, the growing consciousness gap between
nations, races and religions plus a number of other deep-rooted,
complex issues.

Various research and efforts have been made to resolve these
problems. Each of them, however, is a kaleidoscopic reflection
of different elements of modern civilization, and thus requires a
completely new approach in the search for a resolution.

A makeshift resolution serves no purpose. Wisdom and
effort must be pooled on an international level, and through an
interdisciplinary approach to the analysis of modern civilization,
the results can be used to promote human welfare and
happiness. In this way we must strive to create a higher level of
humane society.

In order to provide the opportunity for scholars, researchers
and specialists from all walks of life, irrespective of nationality,
to meet together and freely discuss the present state and the
future of our civilization, the HONDA FOUNDATION sponsors
international symposia and colloquia, and offers prizes and awards
for the promotion of research, education and other such activities,
and also carries on its own studies and research, making use of
the achievements of modern civilization, the FOUNDATION was
established with such objectives in mind, and by extending its
own activities to fulfill the requirements of the modern age, it

contributes towards the creation of a truly humane civilization.
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dawn of human history, unaltered and
unwavering. The design expresses
a new perspective on our future
resulting from the super-high precision
measurement of time.
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Acting from an accumulation of wisdom
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Today, the attention of society is focused on generative Al. This
technology enables human-like responses to questions asked in
e-mails or in chat. Generative Al encourages a feeling of familiarity
with science and technology and promises great advances in the
future. The technology has the potential to transcend the ability of
humans, and could bring fundamental changes to our lifestyle and
the environment.

Throughout the history of humankind’s existence on earth, we
have consistently been committed to improving our lives. Since
the Industrial Revolution, there has been a significant focus on
improving the efficiency of human activities, and this has led to
the invention of many new industrial products and services. As
human beings gained new perspectives with new technologies,
unprecedented value creation took place. In the course of this
development, however, negative aspects have inevitably emerged.
We have not been able to overcome this negative burden
despite exerting all our knowledge and efforts. The cutting-edge
technologies that are emerging today suggest that humankind
must accumulate all its wisdom in making greater efforts to
employ these technologies for sustainable growth. The concept of
“ecotechnology”, a goal proposed by the Honda Foundation from
outset, was established with great foresight.

Turning our attention to the Honda Prize for fiscal 2022, Dr.
Hidetoshi Katori, the inventor of an optical lattice clock 1,000 times
more accurate than conventional atomic clocks, was selected
as the prize laureate. We would like to express our admiration
and respect for his achievements and we look forward to further
advances being made in that area. We were extremely pleased that
we were able to present the Honda Prize to him in person for the
first time in three years in front of a large number of guests. We
would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your support
and cooperation.

The Honda Y-E-S Award program was also held in Cambodia,
Laos, Myanmar and Bangladesh, attracting applications from a
large number of students. Thanks to the strong interest shown, we
were able to select our awardees from among brilliant students.
We will continue developing the program and presenting it as a
goal for young people who seek to improve their knowledge and
skills.

This is a report on our activities during fiscal 2022. We cordially
invite your honest opinions and suggestions.
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“Make people happy with technology.”

This vision is the legacy of our founder, the late Soichiro Honda.

As a manufacturer of motorcycles and automobiles, Honda has been unceasing in its
exploration of the idea of what role the transportation means including motorcycles and
automobiles should play in society. Especially with safety, the company recognized the
importance not only of the conventional approach of upgrading product performance, but
also of active efforts towards safety education. Based on this awareness, Honda created
its Driving Safety Promotion Center in 1970. As the scope of its activities expanded,
however, Honda recognized the difficulties in efforts by a single company. This led to
the establishment of the Honda-Fujisawa International Association of Traffic and Safety
Sciences (currently, IATSS).

In the course of its activities to bring together experts from a broad range of fields
including traffic and safety engineering, the Association realized the need for communication
with other countries to promote its activities across a broader spectrum and thus organized
the first DISCOVERIES™ international symposium in 1976. How culture and society has
supported the development of science and technology and how it alienated mankind—
the relationship between science and technology and mankind that was discussed by the
participants—provided clues to “make people happy with technology,” a theme that was
often referred to by Soichiro Honda.

The impact exceeded the Association’s expectations, and Soichiro Honda felt the strong
need for a new organizing body to support DISCOVERIES symposia for continuous discussions
on various issues beyond the existing framework. This lead to the establishment of the Honda
Foundation in 1977.

*Definition and Identification Studies on Conveyance of Values, Effects and Risks Inherent in
Environmental Synthesis
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First DISCOVERIES™* symposium in Honda Foundation was established.

Tokyo took place.

*DISCOVERIES: Definition and Identification Studies
on Conveyance of Values, Effects and Risks
4 Inherent in Environment Synthesis
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Contributing to resolve the issues

caused by technical innovation

and economic growth with ecotechnology
that brings harmony to natural

and human environments.

The Foundation believes that a completely new approach is required
in the search the way to resolve the issues caused by technical
innovation and economic growth. And this new method has been
defined as “Ecotechnology.”

With social issues changing with time, if ecotechnology is to
harmonize the natural and human environment, it must be versatile in
resolving these issues. For this reason, the Foundation has decided
to pursue its activities while assessing the various issues from four
perspectives: “paradigm shift,” “sustainability,” “innovation” and “life
frontier” in order to search the way to resolve them and therefore to
contribute towards the creation of a truly humane civilization.

1980

Honda Prize was
established.

1979
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"DISCOVERIES" DECLARATION.
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Creating a truly humane civilization
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AHE EREH

Honda Prize (International Award)

B> »RI T LBHE RERE)

Y-E-S RS 7 L (ANHRIE - B

International Symposia & Colloquia (Definitions of Issues) |Honda Y-E-S Program (Human Resource Development)

Paradigm shift
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Changes forced us
to shift in values

Innovation
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Discoveries and inventions
for human happiness
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Ecotechnology
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Approaches to resolve issues

by harmonizing the human and natural
environment
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Searching the way to resolve these issues

Sustainability
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Departure from destruction
and depletion
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Issues caused by technical innovation and economic growth

AO-BfEfIRE Population explosion, food shortage
BRIRAKIE Environmental destruction

BES5R Extreme weather
EHDIBEE Urban density

BE & HIEEE Poverty, regional gaps
2% Regional conflicts

- ?HmmrA— dustrial Greativity-Japan and ltaly”
Honda mm Agneli Seminar
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1983 199
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Honda Prize's 15th anniversary
symposium took place.
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Honda Foundation's first
international seminar took place.
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Honda Y-E-S Award program started.

2015

[Y-E-S7+—F L] Fth
Honda Y-E-S Forum started.
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The following pages highlight our 2022 activities. The 43rd Honda
Prize Award Ceremony was held in person for the first time in
three years, and the Honda Y-E-S Award programs were conducted
in Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar and Bangladesh. We will continue
our efforts to contribute towards the advancement of science and
technology.
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We award the Honda Prize in recognition of
the efforts of an individual or group
who contribute towards

Honda Prize

“the creation of a truly humane civilization”
to introduce their values across the world. AU
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The Honda Prize is an international award that acknowledges
the efforts of an individual or group who contribute new
ideas which may lead the next generation in the field of
ecotechnology. The Honda Foundation gives one award every
year for a variety of research results.

The Honda Prize does not merely consider scientific
and technological achievements from the viewpoint of new
discoveries and inventions; it also takes into account entire
processes that would bring out, apply, or share new frontiers
in ecotechnology and a broad range of related scientific fields.
Supporting top runners in science and technology who have
created new value is our first step towards helping to solve the
problems we are directly faced with. From this point of view,
we at the Foundation want to put a spotlight on achievements
in a variety of fields based on a wide perspective in the future.
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We hold the international symposia and colloquia
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for extensive discussions into various issues of
modern society in order to search the way of resolution.
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Since the Foundation was established, it has continued
to provide international symposia of experts from various
fields to gather and candidly discuss beyond the capacities
of their relevant expertise in order to define the issues the
modern society was facing, and to discover methodologies
(ecotechnology) for resolving those issues. In order to realize
the Foundation’s philosophy of “bringing dreams and happiness
to people through science and technology”, the Foundation
continuously strives to develop discussions on leading topics
of the times that may yield great results. In Japan, we invite
academicians and policy makers for colloquia regularly to
discuss around specific topics presented by guest lecturers.
The Foundation places the utmost importance on creating an
environment where ideas can be candidly exchanged at all its
events.
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We execute various programs for young talented scientists
and engineers in Asian countries to aim at the development of

human resources to inherit and promote
dissemination of ecotechnology.
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We started the Honda Y-E-S (Young Engineer and Scientist’s)
Award program for young students to foster future leaders of
science and technology fields. It is distinctive in that it is not
restricted to tuition but may be used for a broad range of activities.
Another very unique characteristic of the system is that its details
are matched to the receiving country's needs and circumstances.
Furthermore, the awardees can receive an additional grant,
Honda Y-E-S Award Plus/Honda Y-E-S Plus Expansion, if they
continue their study and training within certain period after the
receipt of the Honda Y-E-S Award, either via master's, doctoral, or
study abroad programs in Japanese universities, or via internship
programs in Japanese research organizations or private companies.
We also hold the Honda Y-E-S Forum to engage young scientists
and engineers from Japan and other Asian countries, including
the Honda Y-E-S awardees, in discussion with experts in various
fields, on issues in modern society examined from the perspective
of young scientists and engineers.
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The 43rd Honda Prize was awarded to Dr. Hidetoshi Katori.
His invention of an optical lattice clock is 1,000 times more
precise than conventional atomic clocks.

Dr. Katori invented in 2001 a novel optical atomic clock that uses a large
number of atoms trapped in an optical lattice to provide an ultra-high
precision time and frequency standard. In contrast to the cesium atomic
clocks™ that keep the International Atomic Time with an accuracy of
about 15 digits”, the optical atomic clocks are expected to allow 18-digit
precision by employing optical transitions that have tens of thousand
times higher frequency than microwave frequency. At this precision, it
takes 30 billion years to lose one second.

This precision enables relativistic geodesy capable of measuring a
height difference of one centimeter on Earth based on the relativistic
effect that time flows slowly for a strong gravitational field. For example,
relativistic geodesy may be applied to disaster prevention, such as
detecting the rise of volcanic magma by clocks set on the mountain. The
high-precision clocks will open up new measurement technologies and
research fields.

*1 Cesium atomic clock: an atomic clock that uses the cesium 133
atom. Atomic clocks rely on the property of atoms to emit and absorb
electromagnetic waves with a certain frequency. The duration for the
electromagnetic waves to oscillate 9,192,631,770 times, which is generated
by cesium transition, defines one second and is used to keep the
International Atomic Time, since the 13th General Conference of Weights
and Measures in 1967.

*2 International Atomic Time accuracy of about 15 digits: accurate enough to
measure with a fractional accuracy with one part in 10%.
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For 43 years since its start in 1980, the Honda Prize has honored one individual or team per annum
in recognition of their remarkable achievements from the perspective of ecotechnology.
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1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989

Gunnar Harold John F. llya Umberto Carl E. Junichi Jean Paolo Maria Lotfi Asker
Hambraeus Chestnut Coales Prigogine Colombo Sagan Nishizawa Dausset Fasella Zadeh
Sweden US.A. UK. Belgium Italy U.S.A. Japan France Italy U.S.A.

1990 1991 1992 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999

Frei Otto Monkombu S. Hermann Koki Benoit B. Ake E. Bruce N. Gunter E. Hubert Aleksandra
Germany Swaminathan Haken Horikoshi Mandelbrot Andersson Ames Petzow Curien Kornhauser
India Germany Japan France Sweden U.S.A. Germany France Slovenia

7\ _ \ z
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2000 2001 2002 2005 2006 200 2008 2008
Shuji Donald Barry John Kenichi Mori Walter C. Raj Reddy Richard R. Philippe Maximilian ~ Harald Rose
Nakamura Mackay Cooper Japan Willett US.A. Nelson Mouret Haider Germany
Japan Canada U.K. U.S.A. U.S.A. France Austria

| 9
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2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2014 2015 2016 2016
Knut Urban lan Frazer Antonio Gabor A. Denis Le J. Tinsley Helmut Russell H. Akira Hiroyuki
Germany Australia Damasio Somotrjai Bihan Oden Clemens Taylor Isogai Yano
US.A. U.S.A. France U.S.A. Austria U.S.A. Japan Japan

2019
Hiroyuki Fujio Geoffrey Henning Alim Louis Hidetoshi
Matsunami  Masuoka Hinton Kagermann Benabid Katori
Japan Japan Canada Germany France Japan
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Optical Lattice Clock

——Unprecedented Measuring Technology
Obtained by Human Endeavor
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The heart of an optical lattice clock

Measurement based on “seconds” and “frequency”

Measuring technology has long been contributing to the
development of science and technology. The global standard
units of measurement originally comprised meters for distance,
kilograms for weight, and seconds for time, based on the metric
system that was created after the French Revolution. Today, these
measurements are determined by the General Conference on
Weights and Measures (CGPM) as the International System of
Units (SI). There used to be actual artifacts, known as “prototypes”
that served as the standards for both the meter and the kilogram.
The second was also derived from the duration of the earth's
rotation. As science advanced, more precise measurements were
sought. In 2018, S| units came to be based on “physical constants”
and “physical quantities” replacing the earlier prototypes that could
be prone to deviation. For example, one meter is now defined as
the distance that light travels in 1/299,792,458 s. The foundations
of precision measurements, such as distance and electrical current,
are based on duration and frequencies that are inextricably linked
to the standard of “one second.”

Time is determined by counting the number of recurrences of
a periodic phenomenon. An easy-to-understand example is an
antique pendulum clock that measures time using the periodic
motion of a pendulum. If this periodic motion deviates, the time
measurement also becomes inaccurate. Hence, more precise
periodic phenomena were sought. A quartz clock uses the
oscillation period of a quartz crystal when a voltage is applied
to it and which can achieve a relative precision of ten digits (an
error of one second per 100 years). One second is defined as the
time taken for the resonance frequency of the cesium to reach
9,192,631,770 oscillations. Currently, the most precise cesium clock
has a relative precision of 15.5 digits, which deviates by just one

second every 60 million years.

Creating a clock that deviates by only one second in 30
billion years

The optical lattice clock, which received the Honda Prize this year,
was an invention designed to measure time to a super-high level of
precision. The optical lattice clock also uses the specific resonant
frequency of an atom; however, the mechanism eliminates the
influence from the Doppler effect by stabilizing the atom without
changing its natural frequency of oscillation. This enabled us to
achieve a precision of 18 digits, equivalent to deviating one second

KA T OERE 2017 EEOHEEOHET, 28

e
DI
Schematic representation of an optical IC18 B DEFRBMETEFHERL - —ZF->TUW =,

FRETZEEY 278 2020 FDENER TEA LB FRFE

REDKIEFREEIDL/5DKRESITH

lattice. A view of the lab circa 2017, using 18 frequency-stabilized STW3,

semiconductor lasers to drive two optical lattice clocks.
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The optical grid clock used in the 2020 outdoor
experiment. The current optical lattice clock is
1/5 the size of this one.

in 30 billion years. It is estimated to be 13.8 billion years since the
birth of the universe—so you can imagine how accurate this is.
First, atoms are cooled to close to absolute zero temperature
by applying laser cooling. Then the ultracold atoms are trapped in
an optical lattice formed by lasers tuned to the so-called “magic
wavelength.” Until the optical lattice clock appeared, the single-ion
optical clock was the strongest candidate for the next generation
clock, in which only one ion is trapped to count its oscillations. To
aim at 18-digit precision using a single ion one needs to repeat
one-second-long measurement for one million times, which
requires 10 days. However, the optical lattice clock can trap a
million atoms in its lattice, and measuring them at the same time

significantly reduces the measuring period.

Discovery through super-high precision measurement

Utilizing the super-high precision of the optical lattice clock
enabled us to measure the dilation of time as altered by gravity
and movement, as described by Einstein's Theory of Relativity.
With 18-digit precision, it is possible to observe the dilation of time
measured by two clocks with only a one centimeter difference in
altitude. The time dilation effect (detecting the altitude difference)
were measured at the Tokyo Skytree, and at the University of
Tokyo and RIKEN. It is believed that the optical lattice clock will
be a quick and precise geodesic tool in a relativistic spacetime
approach. It is also expected to have applications in searching for
underground resources and crustal movements. For such practical
implementations, the next challenge is to downsize optical lattice
clocks for portability and to network them.

The definition of “one second” to date has been based on the
cesium atomic clock, but soon this will be replaced by the optical
lattice clock. Comparing the measurement of time by optical lattice
clocks that use different atoms over an extended period could lead
to test the constancy of physical constants, including the fine-
structure constant. If this is achieved, the optical lattice clock

would also have made a fundamental contribution to physics.
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Dr. Hidetoshi Katori has invented an optical lattice clock
that is 1,000 times more accurate than conventional
atomic clocks. Dr. Yoichiro Murakami is a councilor for the
Honda Foundation and a leading authority on the history
and philosophy of science in Japan. These two great
minds talked freely about the essential factors needed to
create new technology and a sound approach to scientific
development.
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Yoichiro Murakami

Councilors, Honda Foundation
Professor Emeritus, The University of Tokyo
Professor Emeritus, International Christian University
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the world go round.

An era in which basic research and
technological development overlap

Murakami The primary keywords to describe
your research, Dr. Katori, is “curiosity-driven.”
Conventionally, the field of basic science has always
been driven by “curiosity,” while engineering research
has been “mission-oriented,” aiming to achieve a
clear target in an efficient manner. These two fields
—basic research and technological development—the
latter which applies the results of the former, are now
widely overlapping today.

One researcher has divided the approaches to
research into Mode-1 and Mode-2. Mode-1 research
is carried out by a leading researcher from a
specific scientific area, who manages a hierarchical
group of assistants, postdoctoral researchers, and
postgraduates working in the same field. On the
other hand, Mode-2 research comprises a network
of researchers from different fields working in a
horizontal manner towards a single goal utilizing all
their capabilities and techniques. It could be said that
the former approach carries out basic research while
the latter network approach undertakes mission-
oriented research. However, even this distinction is
obscure today.

In such a situation, you focused on optical lattice
clocks as your key research area. You must have
had a certain attraction to the topic to make you so
passionate about the theme.

Katori It was fortunate that | came across a good
research topic, and fortunate again that | could find
the directions to fully develop it one after another.
When | started my research into optical lattice clocks,
| was thinking to study something else if other people

started researching the same topic. However, | could
not let it go and kept finding things that | wanted to
explore more deeply, one after another.
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Commemorative talk session

Risk in engage in unpopular research

Murakami There is an expression “referee
bias.” This suggests that the direction taken by a
community in a research genre is determined by,
for example, a journal referee*. Wasn't it risky to
post your paper on a theme that literally no one
was investigating to a research community?

Katori When you give a presentation on research
that no one else is undertaking at an international
conference, only a few members of the audience
will understand what it means at the beginning.
That is also true for me. When | first learn about a
new topic, | cannot understand everything at that
point. | gradually gain the whole picture by listening
to lectures on the same topic again and again, and
then, after listening to the presentations, through
discussions with many people.

The optical lattice clock went through the same
process. After the first presentation, we held a
discussion after the conference. In response to
someone’s comments on some parts that were
difficult to understand, | amended those sections
for the following presentations to make them more
explanatory. Through such interactions, | gained the
understanding of the community on my research
direction.

When | posted my first paper, a journal referee
at Physical Review Letters made a number of
severe criticisms. For example, the referee said
that my paper had too many self-references.
However, | could not make references to other
people’s studies as | was the only one working in
this approach!

Murakami There was no one other than you.
Katori | still remember the person as a
formidable referee. Then | submitted our first
experimental results to Nature. The journal’s
response was very favorable and decided to publish
it in a week or so. When a journal editor recognizes
that a certain study is important, he forward the
work to referees who would understand the work’s
value to accelerate the publishing decision. | think
our paper managed to get on that track.

The Nature referee gave me a very good review. |
was given a comment that overviewed the next five
to ten years, which we were not serious about at
that time. “Your paper discusses the development
of a clock with 18-digit accuracy—but where can
this experiment be conducted? An experiment on a
conventional optical table is not a likely candidate
due to the thermal expansion.”

Murakami That is a very nice story.

* Reviewers for academic journals
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Curiosity-driven meleeEs
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The start was
“non-competitive research”

Katori | believe the scientific community
is fundamentally friendly. However, it
becomes unfriendly when the competition
to reach the same target is tough, as it
becomes difficult for journal editors and
reviewers to make unbiased judgments
in relation to the researchers. Because |
was the only person who was seriously
researching optical lattice clocks, scientists
agreed to review my paper saying that they
wanted to see how interesting it was. |
think it was fortunate that | could start my
research without any competition.
Murakami | hope that young researchers can hear
what you have said. | believe that an over-competitive
environment has a negative effect on people.

Katori When | first looked for research topics,
my idea was “conducting research that is non-
competitive, fun, and enjoyable for us. "That was my
starting point.

However, research must be beneficial. | thought, “If
| carry out the basic research now, it has to produce
some results that could contribute to society in 20
years.” This awareness was reinforced as | grew
older. | am pleased that my 20 years of research has
now progressed to the stage where it could lead
to a social contribution. It is a long time since the
days when | was a young researcher who wanted to
say something bold in an international conference
where | was faced by a row of established master
researchers.

Murakami To obtain funding for scientific research
—even for a general area—researchers today are
required at an early stage to show how their work
could contribute to society. | find this trend too
demanding.

Katori | think researchers in their 30s, those
who have just completed their doctoral course, can
feel free to conduct their research. On the other
hand, those in their 50s and 60s must (experienced
researchers should) aim at something beneficial to
society or at further advanced research, based on
their past 20 years of work.

Murakami | understand that this is the time when
researchers must think about the impact—both
positive and negative—of their research on society.
However, | am afraid that forcing young researchers
to remain conscious of the social benefits of their
studies may hinder true “curiosity-driven” research.

| have heard that there are now people who are
already applying the results of the optical lattice
clock research to practical uses in society.
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Katori The optical lattice clock enables a new
relativistic way for space-time sensing. | am
wondering how we can use it. Therefore, I'm
currently discussing with young researchers areas
where positioning based on the optical lattice clock
has advantages over the Global Navigation Satellite
System (GNSS).

Significance of making technology
a black box

Murakami In your commemorative lecture at
the award ceremony, you mentioned that “the
achievements of the first optical lattice clock
suddenly increased the number of researchers across
the world.”

Katori When | saw a session entitled “optical
lattice clocks” in an international conference on
precision measurement in 2006, | felt happy that the
field of optical lattice clocks had been recognized.
Now there are a number of international conferences
related to optical lattice clocks.

To tell the truth, the reason why research into
optical lattice clocks has grown is mainly because “it
is achievable if one tries as described in the papers.”
Creating an optical clock by trapping a single-ion
was once the strongest candidate for next-generation
precision time measurement; however, this method
is difficult to reproduce as it involves elaborate skills
that are inherited in the laboratory.

Murakami Does this mean it is technically difficult
to achieve?

Katori That's right. Not everybody can reproduce
this. One of my motivations in investigating the
optical lattice clock was because | thought it would
be easier in the future if | could design the clock
eliminating such a technical structure. Many people
were then able to start research because the clock
design no longer depended on technological details.
The other driving force was the timing—it was a
moment of generational change within the clock study
groups. Rather than continuing research into single-
ion optical clocks, starting a new research topic may
have been easier for the younger researchers.
Murakami Your research attracted young people. |
envy you as a researcher!

Katori Now we are facing the challenge of
downsizing the optical lattice clock for practical use
in society. Technology that needs the involvement of
physicists would not be able to spread widely into
other fields. | would like to make our clock technology
a complete black box so that geodetic or geophysical
researchers can find new applications freely.
Murakami You mean “blackboxing.”

Katori | think making technology into a black box is
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The dialogue took place the day after the award ceremony.
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very important to spread applications across society.
Downsizing for practical usage is almost the
equivalent of eliminating the necessity of human
intervention. However, a black box cannot be
amended later, therefore it takes a long time to make
one. | can imagine that it would be difficult for young
researchers to work on blackboxing, so people in my
generation must do it.
Murakami | agree with you that people in the
same position as yourself should take care of that
process, and, in fact, you are actually leading it.
Katori The optical lattice clock enables us to see
relativistic space-time but this fact itself does not do
anything. However, if this capability is blackboxed as
a readily available technology, it could be combined
with other technologies, which may in turn lead to a
completely new future that could never have been
imagined. This is the area which | would like the
younger generation to explore.
Murakami In his final days, the late Mr. Soichiro
Honda said sadly: “When | visit the factories, | cannot
understand the cars of today.” That was just at the
time when a range of automotive components were
being turned into black boxes. Blackboxing may be
one of the seeds for new inventions.
Something that gladdens my heart when talking with
you is that you have great expectations for young
people.
Katori | do have expectations of young people but |
feel their motivation has changed.
Murakami Certainly it seems that the number of
young people with ambition is declining. Yet | cannot
say that it is acceptable to have blatant competition
like submitting a paper that could take the
researchers closer to the Nobel Prize with a cunning
method to outsmart competitors, as was seen in the
field of molecular biology at one time. Physics may
not have such a strong presence in recent years, but
your work, Dr. Katori, has shown us that there are
still many more interesting topics to be explored in
physics.
Katori It is hard to work in a mature field. When
| was in Germany after becoming a researcher, |
wondered for a while, “why did | choose physics?”
because | felt that there was such a large unknown
area to explore in the life sciences.
Murakami Talking of the Nobel Prize, Einstein
did not receive the prize for his theory of relativity
in 1921. Yet after 100 years, that again becomes a
focus of attention because of your work. This is why

academic pursuits are so fascinating.
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The following is an outline of the Honda Y-E-S Award ceremonies
held in respective countries.
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Honda Y-E-S Award in Cambodia

Partnership with Cambodia-Japan Cooperation Center (CJCC)
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Left: H.E. Mr. Pit Chamnan, Secretary of State, Ministry of Education, Youth
and Sport of the Kingdom of Cambodia
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Right: H.E. Mr. Atsushi Ueno, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
Embassy of Japan

The 15th Honda Y-E-S Award in Cambodia
Awarded to Four Brilliant Students

The Honda Y-E-S Award in Cambodia reached its 15th year. Four of
the most brilliant students were selected as awardees from among the
applicants at the three affiliated universities in Cambodia. The award
ceremony took place at the Angkor-Kizuna Hall in the Cambodia-
Japan Cooperation Center (CJCC) in Phnom Penh on March 7, 2023.
In the 15th year, 98 students applied for the Award, and after careful
consideration, the four most brilliant students were selected as
awardees.
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Honda Y-E-S Award in Laos

Partnership with Laos-Japan
Human Resource Development Institute (LJI)

K IFRENAFFROA—FL - Ry h L EE
Left: Assoc. Prof. Dr. Oudom Phonekhampheng, President of NUOL(National
University of Laos)
HEHIFZARREHMERAE R GEERED/NME—K

Right: H.E. Mr. Kenichi Kobayashi, Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary Embassy of Japan

The 15th Honda Y-E-S Award in Laos
Awarded to Two Brilliant Students

The award ceremony for the 15th Honda Y-E-S Award in Laos took place
at Laos-Japan Human Resource Development Institute (LJI) on February
15, 2023. The 15th Award received a total of 94 applicants. From 35
students selected in the first round, two most brilliant students received
the award after the careful consideration of performance records, an
essay review, and an interview session.
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Honda Y-E-S Award in Myanmar

Partnership with Myanmar Association of
Japan Alumni (MAJA)
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Left: Dr. Myint Thein, Rector, Yangon Technological University
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Right: Mr. Tetsuo Kitada, Deputy Chief of Mission, The Embassy of Japan in
Myanmar

The 9th Honda Y-E-S Award in Myanmar
Awarded to Four Brilliant Students

The award ceremony for the 9th Honda Y-E-S Award in Myanmar took
place on February 16, 2023, at Hotel Melia Yangon. In the 9th year, 30
students applied for the Award, and after careful consideration, the four
most brilliant students were selected as awardees.
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Honda Y-E-S Award
in Bangladesh

Partnership with Bangladesh Honda (BHL)
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Left: Dr. Ainun Nishat, Chief Evaluator of Y-E-S Bangladesh Selection
Committee/ Adviser, C3ER, BRAC University
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Right: H.E. Mr. Kiminori Iwama, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
Embassy of Japan

The 3rd Honda Y-E-S Award in Bangladesh
Awarded to Four Brilliant Students

The award ceremony for the 3rd Honda Y-E-S Award in Bangladesh took
place on May 31, 2023, at Holiday Inn Dhaka. The 3rd Award received a
total of 69 applicants. From 15 students selected in the first round, four
most brilliant students received the award.
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Honda Y-E-S Award in Cambodia Awardees

Ven Sovannaroth

iy RV N:
EYITE

Bio Engineering

Royal University of Phnom
Penh

Det Mouykeang

WY RS TIRKE
LZEIF - R
Chemical Engineering and
Food Technology

Institute of Technology of
Cambodia

/

Nob Chyvorn

FILT/ R KRE
EYTH

Bio Engineering

Royal University of Phnom
Penh

Virak Alexander

hy RS 7 IRKE

E¥E BRI

Industrial and Mechanical
Engineering

Institute of Technology of
Cambodia

ﬁ%?ﬁiﬁ(fy"— Affiliated Universities

FILT ) R RFERIFE

The Faculties of Science and
Engineering, Royal University

of Phnom Penh (RUPP)

Hhy RS 7 IRKRE

The Institute of Technology of

Cambodia (ITC)

FIREXRZE

Royal University of Agriculture

FHARY-E-SEMEZTEH

Honda Y-E-S Award in Laos Awardees

Oulaiphone
Ouankhamchanh
T A RELKFEFE
AV 1—F—HALTVR
Computer Sciences

Faculty of Natural Sciences,
National University of Laos

/

Maiyer Thaithao

T HAREILKF B
AvEa—R—HPAITV X
Computer Sciences

Faculty of Natural Sciences,
National University of Laos

INEIETFE RS Affiliated Universities

TFHRELKRFETEE
Faculty of Engineering,

National University of Laos
(NUOL)

FHREILKRE BEE

Faculty of Natural Sciences,
National University of Laos
(NUOL)

ZFRELKRFE KERFH
Faculty of Water Resources,

National University of Laos
(NUOL)

YrIvIRKE
tFEIF

Chemical Engineering
Yangon Technological
University

Aung Myo Thu

YravIRKE
BRIF

Electrical Power
Yangon Technological
University

Khin Nyein Chan Htet

:
4 A

Syrv—Y-E-SEpESEE

Honda Y-E-S Award in Myanmar Awardees

Pyae Thandar Soe

I TRIAS:
tFEIF

Chemical Engineering
Yangon Technological
University

Aung Thura Zaw

IRRF v 4L—K
g T

Mechanical
Technological University
(Mandalay)

NEIETFKS  Affiliated Universities

YrIVvIRKE

Yangon Technological University

Y I IRAS
West Yangon Technological
University

IRKRZELZU R
Technological University
(Thanlyin)
IRKFEVER
Technological University
(Hmawbi)

R L—IRAZE
Mandalay Technological

' University

TRKEY XL —FK
Technological University
(Mandalay)
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Honda Y-E-S Award in Bangladesh Awardees

Mashiat Mustaq

Ny 5Fa IRAS
BRIF

Computer Science and
Engineering

Bangladesh University of
Engineering and Technology

Mohammad Iftekher
Ebne Jalal

FygIAVIRAS
BX-EFLF

Electrical & Electronic
Engineering

Chittagong University of
Engineering and Technology

BT

Khaza Shahriar
JILFIRKRE .
TALF - TER G,
Energy Science & Engineering

Khulna University of (BUET)
Engineering and Technology

Rafia Rizwana Rahim
NV TS Fo 1 TRIRE
Mechanical Engineering

Bangladesh University of
Engineering and Technology

INEIETE KRG Affiliated Universities

Ny 572 TRIKSE (BUET)

Bangladesh University of
Engineering and Technology

FyxIAVIRAKE (CUET)

Chittagong University of
¥ Engineering and Technology
(CUET)

7L FIRKRE (KUET)

Khulna University of Engineering
" and Technology (KUET)

7Yy v e IRKZF (RUET)

Rajshahi University of Engineering
.2 and Technology (RUET)

20215FE 7772 Y-E-SEREICOWT
B2ENY I TaY-E-SERMERER L, anFBIcLY
FHEREN BN IO, 2022F8A31BICK Yy HDOFRY T
A4 THRHNELE, 13RPHEL, THIF—REZE BB,
ZORNOREFOZEE LI BESNELL,

Md. Jahin Alam

N TS5 1 TRKE
BR-EBFLH

Electrical & Electronic
Engineering

Bangladesh University of
Engineering and Technology

Madeha Sattar Khan

NI ZF 1 TRARE
TARITEE

Civil Engineering
Bangladesh University of
Engineering and Technology

Shams Nafisa Ali

Ny 7772 TRKE
EHREIFR

Biomedical Engineering
Bangladesh University of
Engineering and Technology

| Ahsanul Haque Hashib

JVFITRKRZE

TARTZR

Civil Engineering

Khulna University of
Engineering and Technology

2021 Honda Y-E-S Award in Bangladesh

The award ceremony for the 2nd Y-E-S Award in Bangladesh
took place at Holiday Inn Dhaka on August 31st, 2022. Due
to the delay in determining the winners due to the Corona
disaster. A total 13 of applications were received this year.
After 7 finalists were selected in the first stage selection, four
best students won the award for 2021.
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Any Honda Y-E-S awardee becomes eligible for the Stage
Il, Honda Y-E-S Award Plus, an additional monetary award,
if he/she enrolls in a masters or doctoral course, or takes
an internship program at a university, research laboratory
or private sector in Japan, within a certain period after
receiving the Honda Y-E-S Award.

* 2021 R M FLY-E-SEMEZTEE
Vietnam 2021

Nguyen Ngoc Phuong Trang

RMLAERKE F—FIVHRBARERE BREMN
Information Technology, University of Science,
Vietnam National University, Ho Chi Minh City
BRE HRIERS BREBEIFR BRIFRAERBRI—X

BiE WiE ER &

Tokyo Institute of Technology, Department of Computer Science, School of Computing
Prof. Naoaki Okazak

* 2019~ R FLY-E-SEREZEE
Vietnam 2019

Vi Thj Oanh
NIATRAY BRI
Engineering Physics, Hanoi University of Science and Technology
B  MAAPRZR IR BEREFIFEK
IR BH R E
Kobe University, Graduate School of Engineering, Department of

Electrical and Electronic Engineering
Prof. Minoru Fujii

T 20195 1V FY-E-SEMEREE

I India 2019

Faraaz Mallick

AVRIRAEATY7—E AVE1—R—HAITVRIH

¥ Computer Science & Engineering, IIT Kharagpur

B2 BUBRFARAMERETY v TIVHARR
B BEtE SE ik
National Institute of Informatics, Principles of Informatics Research
Division
Dr. Ayumi lgarashi

R 201954~ FY-E-SEMERHE

s India 2019

Sanjeevani Marcha

AV FIRKRFIL—F—K EYIH

Civil Engineering, Faculty of Engineering, National
University of Laos

B  mRAFEERIMARAT DLX THA T HhT I—

HET 1 Lo &— / #3% Miles Penningtonfc4

Design Led Innovation at The University of Tokyo, Institute of Industrial Science
Prof. Miles Pennington

2018F v v —Y-E-SERETEE
“ Myanmar 2018
Kaung Thu
BT TRAS (BRI
Information Technology
West Yangon Technological University
Bps B KPR RIFREF R
BIE T E8 L4

Shizuoka University, Faculty of Informatics, Department of Computer Science
Prof. Yoshinori Miyazaki

2021F I vy v —Y-E-SEMETEE

“ Myanmar 2021
Si Thu Han

vyIUTRAS BHTS
Electrical Power Engineering, Yangon Technological
University

B0 BRAKREY KFEREARZHRR

B AR XK kE

Kumamoto University, Graduate School of Science and Technology
Prof. Fumikai Mitsugi

T 20195 1V FY-E-SERMEZEE
s India 2019
Shaurya Shrivastava

Y AV RIRKRENT T TR MEFHEILFE

Aerospace Engineering, IIT Kharagpur

BRE BRAFAZRIFZZARE MEFHIFERMEFEVATLR AL
BR PEE BE— k&

University of Tokyo, School of Engineering, Department of
Aeronautics & Astronautics

Prof. Shinichi Nakasuka

ST 2019 AV FY-E-SEREZEX
I [ndia 2019
Cherub Kapoor
AV RIRRERYARAE IR TS

A |

Mechanical Engineering, IIT Bombay

BEE RRAFAZRIF AR ERIZAEHERE () RITREHRIZR
IR KA BN Tk

The University of Tokyo, Graduate School of Engineering, Institute
for Innovation in International Engineering Education (Concurrently)
Department of Technology Management for Innovation

Prof. Gento Mogi

I 20195+ RY-E-SEREZEE
Laos 2019
« Kisun CHUNTI
C SHAxEUASTHE +AIS
A\ Civil Engineering, Faculty of Engineering, National

University of Laos

B ST ERSY T

BIRAFEE K%

Shibaura Institute of Technology (SIT), Department of Materials
Science and Engineering

Assoc. Prof. Ai Serizawa

2018F v < —Y-E-SERHEZEE

“ Myanmar 2018
Zar Ni Phyo

TR L—IRAE HEEIZ
Mechanical Engineering
Mandalay Technological University

BEE FHAF RERTANF-BERRH T2 F-THRBFER KK HHIFHRE
EHIE EE BEA &

Kyoto University, Graduate School of Energy Science, Department of
Energy Conversion Science

Associate Prof. Naoto Horibe

>
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201855+ RY-E-SEMEZEE
Laos 2018

Vadsana Thammavongsa
FARENKZTHEE REIF

Environmental Engineering, Faculty of Engineering,
National University of Laos

BEE BRAZAZERTIFRAARR LTI IFZHIK

FHEERIR BRE Los 4%

The University of Tokyo, Graduate School of Engineering,
Department of Urban Engineering

Project Associate Professor Shinobu Kazama

2017F 5 A RY-E-SEME T EE
Laos 2017

Sayfar Rasachak
E SHRENAZIHE BLKIF
| Electrical Engineering,
Faculty of Engineering, National University of Laos

B  FHAFZAFZFRI AT —ARRIRLF -2 - RERFFER
BIR FIRE 1818 k&

Kyoto University, Science, Graduate School of Energy Science,
Department of Socio-Environmental Energy

Prof. Hironobu Unesaki

* 2017ENRMFLY-E-SERHESEE
Vietnam 2017

Vo Thi Ngoc Anh

NI FLERKZF—FIVvmREBRKE ERERIZE
Biomedical Engineering

International University, Vietnam National University,
Ho Chi Minh City

BRS  KRAF AT BB THHREH HERRERAMF AN ZRRE
B A RE TE

Osaka University, Graduate School of Engineering Science,
Department of Mechanical Science and Bioengineering, Division of
Bioengineering, Biomechanics Group,

Prof. Shigeo Wada

N d ks

BB EMREMEEBEEICNES Vo Thi  HIREOMIEEEICINES Cherub Kapoor  WIREDMBEEEICUNES Faraaz Mallick 7LtEyF—3vavckREInD

Ngoc AnhZA Sh

XA Kisun ChuntiZA

Vo Thi Ngoc Anh fits in a photo with Professor Cherub Kapoor with other laboratory members Faraaz Mallick with other laboratory members Kisun Chunti receives award for

and lab mates.

presentation

Y-E-S Plus Expansion
BELRFZENEBRICEFETIEREILICLIS27-00RAL
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* 2019 FERMFLY-E-SERHEZEE
Vietnam 2019

Vi Thj Oanh

N/ATIRKRE ERIF
Engineering Physics
Hanoi University of Science and Technology

B0 MREAZAZREIFMER ERETFIXER

B BEH R X

Kobe University, Graduate School of Engineering, Department of
Electrical and Electronic Engineering

Prof. Minoru Fujii

Honda Y-E-S Plus Expansion

To expand opportunities for talented students to study in Japan,
Honda Y-E-S Award Plus awardees who come to Japan for
internships can be provided additional monetary support if they
return to Japan for further studies.

2016 EXv>~<—Y-E-SEMEZTEH
“ Myanmar 2016
Htet Ye Wynn
BAYyIVIRKRSE BRIE
Mechanical Engineering
West Yangon Technological University
Bk aEEHMLARE ZWIFHRR =W IFEK
Nagoya City University, Graduate School of Design and
Architecture
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SMEIL6F—LITHHINTRREZHEBLT:
Participants were divided into six teams to discuss solutions.

TLEYT—2av Dbl AT R ERT 5 F—LbdHo1e

Some teams made notes for presentations Presentation

SMELBTRIEY
Commemorative photo of participants

“Get Together” Meeting

The “Get-Together” Meeting of Honda Y-E-S Awardees
presently residing or studying in Japan was held in July 2022,
the first time since its suspension due to COVID-19 three
years ago. Seventeen participants came from various parts
of Japan to attend the meeting. In view of the widening
pandemic, the Get-Together Meeting was held in the Honda
Yaesu Building where the Honda Foundation is located. The
morning session featured a presentation on the history of
the Honda Foundation and a lecture on the Honda Y-E-S
program, followed by a self-introduction orientation designed
to develop relations among the participants. In the afternoon,
the participants formed teams for workshops using the SDGs
Action Card Game X. Each team held presentations offering
solutions to issues in modern society that involve trade-offs,
such as preservation of food and marine resources, a decline
in income and the availability of educational opportunities
and so on. The meeting turned out to be very fruitful, with
lively debates that nearly ran over the allotted time.
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Honda Foundation 45th Anniversary
Program

The Honda Foundation marked its 45th anniversary on
December 27, 2022 with a commemorative event.

On the 23rd, 26th and 27th of December 2022, a
retrospective panel display of the history of the Foundation
and an art exhibition were held in the second-floor lobby of
the Honda Yaesu Building.

The Honda Foundation has had its offices in the building
since its establishment. However, because of its location
in the Yaesu district redevelopment project area, the
building is scheduled to be closed and demolished at the
end of March 2023. In honor of the Honda Yaesu Building’
s completion in 1960, the Honda Foundation is creating
architectural and cultural archives of the building in
cooperation with Honda Motor Co., Ltd., Osaka Metropolitan
University and the University of Tokyo.

As part of the activities, an architectural tour was held
on the 20th and 23rd of February 2023. With Mr. Shunsuke
Kurakata, an architectural historian and professor at Osaka
Metropolitan University, serving as the guide, the tour
offered a multilateral perspective on the Honda Yaesu
Building's value in terms of architectural engineering, history
and craftsmanship, as well as the landscape consisting
of Yaesu and the surrounding areas. An additional tour
was held on March 16th, raising the total number of tour
participants in February and March to 189.

Amid the disappearance of historic buildings, we are
extremely pleased to have the time to reflect and reminisce
about our building and to have the opportunity to repay
society. We would like to express our gratitude to the
participants of the tours.

A

Mr. Shunsuke Kurakata gives an explanation in front Models reproduce the Yaesu district landscape in the The spiral staircase on the first floor of the building.

of a model of the Honda Yaesu Building 60s and today

The atmosphere reflects the craftsmanship of the 1960s
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Councilors, Directors, Auditors and Fellows

SF2%8  Councilors

BB R
RIEHEFEARERE HAER
HRAZZERR

Akira Goto

President, Fair Trade Institute
Professor Emeritus, The University of Tokyo

EZ
HRAFZEHRR
Yoshiyuki Sakaki

Professor Emeritus, The University of Tokyo

s i
— BB AL ST A R

Kunio Nakajima
Adviser, Japan Chemical Innovation and Inspection
Institute

s
RIE 1EE
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Masafumi Maeda

President, Kyoto University of Advanced Science
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Yoichiro Murakami
Professor Emeritus, The University of Tokyo
Professor Emeritus, International Christian University
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Keiichi Yasuda
Vice Unit, Honda Motor Co., Ltd.
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Business activities start in the new office

Due to the closing and demolition of the Honda Yaesu
Building, which has been home to the Honda Foundation
since its establishment, business operations started up at
the new office on April 10, 2023.

The new office is housed in YANMAR TOKYO, which
is linked directly to Tokyo Station via the Yaesu Shopping
Mall, and is only two minutes on foot from JR Tokyo
Station.

[Address of the new office]

6F YANMAR TOKYO, 2-1-1 Yaesu, Chuo-ku, Tokyo, 104-
0028, Japan

*Telephone and fax numbers remain unchanged.
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Hiroto Ishida President
Chairman, Komatsu University
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Kazuko Matsumoto Vice President
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Masaki Tsunoda Managing Director
Honda Foundation
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Tateo Arimoto Executive Director

Senior Advisor to the President, Japan Science and
Technology Agency

Visiting Professor, National Graduate Institute for Policy

Studies
Fellow, International Science Council
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Hirohisa Uchida Executive Director
Distinguished Professor, Tokai University

Representative in Japan, State of Baden-Wuerttemberg,
Germany
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Mitsunobu Kano Executive Director

Vice Executive Director, Professor, Okayama University
Dean, School of Pharmaceutical Sciences
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Yasuhiko Arakawa
Specially Appointed Professor/Professor Emeritus,The
University of Tokyo
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Akira Kojima

Chairman, Center for International Economic
Collaboration(CIEC)
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Shiro Saito

Adviser, Japan Center for Economic Research
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Sumio Sugano

Professor, Future Medicine Education and Research

Organization at Chiba University
Professor Emeritus, The University of Tokyo
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Atsushi Sunami

President, The Sasakawa Peace Foundation

Visiting Professor, National Graduate Institute for Policy
Studies
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Hideyuki Nakashima
President, Sapporo City University

ELIRCS
BEECYTAVRATLEMBAY ¥R EEMHE /R

Yoshimi Furukawa
Executive Advisor to the President, Professional
University of Electric Mobility Systems
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Hiroto Yasuura
Professor Emeritus, Kyushu University
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Jun Ito

Certified Public Accountant
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Asako Suzuki
Director, Honda Motor Co., Ltd.
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Yoichi Kaya

Advisor, Research Institute of Innovative Technology for

the Earth
Professor Emeritus, The University of Tokyo

B 85
BB A AR

Tadao Kiyonari
Advisor, Graduate School of Project Design

=4
%J | I /B
HRAY  BERMIRAAFRASZERR
RBRPERRERER

Kiyoshi Kurokawa

Professor Emeritus, the University of Tokyo and
National Graduate Institute for Policy Studies,
Distinguished Professor of Tokai University
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Reiko Kuroda

Designated Professor, Chubu University
Professor Emeritus, The University of Tokyo
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Akinobu Kojima
Councilor, QUICK Corp.
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Fumio Kodama

Professor Emeritus, The University of Tokyo
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Ken Sakamura

Dean of the Faculty, Faculty of Information Networking

for Innovation and Design (INIAD) TOYO University
Professor Emeritus, The University of Tokyo
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Cheol-Hee Park

Professor, Graduate School of International Studies,
Seoul National University
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Taizo Yakushiji

Professor Emeritus, Keio University
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Toru Yoshimura

Founding President of National Graduate Institute for
Policy Studies (GRIPS), Senior Adviser of GRIPS Alliance
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New Project Development Committee

Chairperson EER Chairperson
Akira Kojima WA fF Kazuko Matsumoto
Member %8 Member
Tateo Arimoto R ES Tateo Arimoto
Hirohisa Uchida AHE B Hirohisa Uchida
Mitsunobu Kano FFEF Sef Mitsunobu Kano
Masaki Tsunoda FAH Ef Masaki Tsunoda
Nobuko Kayashima 55 Councilor
Direckan JICh Gsata Sadako BHEA Hiroto Ishida

Research Institute for Peace and
Development

Shiro Saito

Atsushi Sunami
Kazuko Matsumoto
Hiroto Yasuura

Councilor

Hiroto Ishida
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Financial Statements

The following is the financial status for fiscal year 2022
(the year ending March 31, 2023).

2022 Total Asset

The amount of total assets as of March 31, 2023 is
approximately 6,130 million yen.

Equity Holdings:
Approximately 5,880 million yen reflected at the market
value of 1,677,100 shares in Honda Motor Company;
allocated for basic assets and non-basic assets.
Cash and Deposits:
Approximately 220 million yen allocated for basic assets
and non-basic assets as well as for operating capital.
Other Assets:
There are no real estate properties.

2022 Profit and Loss

Approximately 280 million yen received as the ordinary
revenue, while approximately 190 million yen spent as the
ordinary expenditure.

Asset Management Policy

We manage our assets according to our Assets Management
Guidelines. Basically we invest in stock dividends in
accordance with our Investment Policy approved by the Board
of Directors.

For more financial information for fiscal year 2022, please visit our
website (https://www.hondafoundation.jp/en/index.html).
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For Fiscal 2023

Although the impact of the global COVID-19 pandemic that broke out
in 2020 lingered until the spring of 2022, the Japanese Government’
s announcement that it would lift its priority measures to prevent the
spread of the disease slowly allowed us to restore our activities to their
pre-COVID-19 level. On the other hand, no end to the Russian invasion
of Ukraine is in sight, and it continues to have an impact on the global
economy. The issues that we face change over time, and we will only be
able to find solutions by pooling accumulated wisdom and efforts from
far and wide and continuing with activities that may yield useful results.

At the 43rd Honda Prize award ceremony, the prize could be
presented to the laureate in person for the first time in three years
in front of many guests. Although, to prevent any further spread of
disease, the number of invited guests was limited compared to the pre-
COVID-19 days, Dr. Hidetoshi Katori, the Honda Prize laureate, gave a
passionate presentation on optical lattice clocks to commemorate the
ceremony. More media than in the previous year reported on the Honda
Prize.

Award ceremonies for the Honda Y-E-S Award program were
organized in four countries this year, thanks to the effort of cooperating
organizations in those countries. Award ceremonies were also held in
two countries where ceremonies could not take place in fiscal 2021. The
President was able to attend the ceremonies for the first time in three
years, with his speeches at the ceremonies solidifying the partnerships
between the Honda Foundation and the local organizations, expressing
gratitude and sending congratulatory messages to them.

Activities that were suspended during the COVID-19 are planned
to resume in fiscal 2023. In addition to existing programs, we are also
continuing to look into projects that will enhance our presence through
publicity designed to foster greater understanding of our activities for
the greatest number of people and provide support for young Japanese
researchers.

In April 2023, because of the Yaesu district redevelopment project
area, we temporarily moved our offices from the Honda Yaesu Building
to the YANMAR TOKYO Building. Although there is a sense of sadness
in leaving the building that we called home for many years, we
anticipate staying at the temporary location for the next six years until
we can move to a more permanent location.

We have used online communication to maintain a least minimum
of activity during the COVID-19 pandemic, but we remain keenly aware
of the importance of direct interaction and communication with other
people. In this post-COVID-19 age, we plan to take advantage of the
strengths of online and person-on-person interactions and use them
for our activities in the future. In 2023 we will continue with activities
that contribute our basic principle: “the creation of a truly humane
civilization.” We look forward to your support for and cooperation with
our activities.

August 2023
Masaki Tsunoda

Managing Director, Honda Foundation
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