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1 JAPAN This sublist of the Best Countries with large populations speaks
2 UNITED STATES volumes about the new global economic and political order that
3 GERMANY is currently taking shape. While the United States and other

developed-world heavyweights still lead the list, a new genera-
4 UNITED KINGDOM tion of emerging-market giants is catching up. Economists talk a
5 FRANCE lot about the BRICs—Brazil, Russia, India, and China—two of which
6 ITALY make the cut here, but the future may be even brighter for the next

batch of emerging-market leaders, countries like Turkey and
8 BRAZIL Mexico that are making big strides with the help of healthy birth

rates, youthful labor poals, and hefty infusions of foreign investment
to improve their prospects,
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